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West Nile virus monthly update for July 2008

COLUMBIA — The state has confirmed West Nile virus in three birds so far for the 2008 season, the S.C. Department of Health and
Environmental Control reported today.

The latest confirmed cases, which were all birds, follow:

e Dorchester County, Summerville, American crow, April 4

e York County, Rock Hill, American crow, May 1

e Spartanburg County, Spartanburg, American crow, July 28
"The public can help with West Nile virus surveillance by submitting dead crows or blue jays to a local DHEC County Environmental
Health office," said Chris Evans, a Ph.D. entomologist with DHEC’s Bureau of Laboratories. "Check DHEC’s Web site for

information about how to safely submit dead birds at: http://www.scdhec.gov/westnile, then click on "Report Dead Birds for WNV
Testing."

People can protect themselves from mosquito bites by:
e Using a repellent containing DEET, Picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus or IR3535. Follow the label directions when using any
repellent;
e Keeping property clear of standing water in which mosquitoes can breed;
e Staying inside when mosquitoes are most active (dawn and dusk) or wearing long sleeves and pants;
e Keeping screens on windows and doors in good repair; and
e Being aware of the symptoms of West Nile virus.
South Carolina's current surveillance results on West Nile virus and links to additional information are available on DHEC’s Web

site at http://www.scdhec.gov/westnile/. Questions may also be referred to DHEC's local county public health departments during
regular office hours. Contact information is available for your county in the phone book or online at: http://www.scdhec.gov/health/.
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For more information:
Clair Boatwright — (803) 898-4461
E-mail — boatwrc@dhec.sc.gov
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